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UD LAW STUDENTS AND PROFESSORS WEIGH IN ON 
LEGAL AND CONSTITUTIONAL ISSUES IN NATIONAL ELECTION 
Even though a federal judge on Monday rejected a Republican lawsuit and refused to 
stop hand recounts in Florida, this year's presidential cliffhanger has turned into a fascinating 
case for law students and their professors. Besides Florida, the winner remains in doubt or 
might be subject to challenge in five other states. 
The University of Dayton's School of Law will hold an open forum for law students 
from 4 to 5 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 14, in the Mat Heck Courtroom in Joseph E. Keller Hall on 
campus. Law professors Richard Saphire and Cooley Howarth, history professor Roberta 
Alexander and other faculty members will lead a discussion with students about the legal, 
constitutional and political issues surrounding the presidential election. 
"Law students are very, very engaged. For them, this is a constitutional moment, a 
moment where they can see law and politics intersect," said Howarth, who's organizing the 
event with the Student Bar Association. "There's not a whole lot of law out there on the 
electoral college, and there are more unanswered questions than answered ones .... I don't think 
the courts or the candidates would allow lawsuits to paralyze the nation." 
For more information, contact Cooley Howarth at (937) 229-2841. 
COLLEGE REPUBLICAN: 
ELECTION DEMONSTRATES EVERY VOTE COUNTS 
For college student Tom Novelli, the wait for a presidential victor hasn't shaken his 
belief that George W. Bush will take the race. As president of the College Republicans at the 
University of Dayton, he worked for the candidate. 
"It is frustrating not to have a result in as of yet, but I recognize this is part of the 
Democratic process," Novelli said. "We are not in any type of crisis or constitutional dilemma, if 
anything our Constitution is being strengthened. All the necessary steps are being taken in 
order for the people of the United States to proclaim their next president." 
The close race has bolstered his interest in politics. "I have remained fairly optimistic 
about the entire ordeal," he said. "This has greatly sparked further interest on my behalf with 
the American political system, and it has for other people who normally would feel 
disenfranchised from the system. It really goes to demonstrate that one vote does matter." 
For interviews, contact Tom Novelli at (937) 627-1768 or via e-mail at 
novelltc@notes.udayton.edu. 
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